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This agency, above all others, effected a noteworthy
change in the low-income worker's relation to government
and politics. Unlike the state-administered FERA, it estab-
lished a rapport between him and his Washington employer,
and he quickly learned to distinguish between local govern-
ments and the federal authority, which seemed relatively
superior in fairness and efficiency* And, despite the program's
shortcomings, its psychological results went far to justify the
avowed aim of WPA officials "to help men keep their chins
up and their hands in/* Over the New York World's Fair
building erected in 1939 by the WPA ran the inscription:
"Work is America's answer to the need of idle millions/*
Increasingly one heard that the right to work had become
one of the basic guarantees of American government.
The advent of the WPA in the summer of 1935 marked
the divorce of work relief from direct relief, for the latter,
as has been seen, was now handed back to the states and
localities. By 1939-1940 about three fifths of direct-relief
expenditures came from state funds alone* Many of the two
million beneficiaries—families and single persons—were at
that time faring less well than under the old FERA, the
monthly allowances per family averaging twenty-five dollars
and, in certain states like Arkansas and Mississippi, no more
than three or five dollars.
The employables, for whom the WPA was designed, had
in general bettered their lot, however. Monthly wages aver-
aged between fifty and sixty dollars, with the work week
rarely exceeding forty hours. Under Harry Hopkins as chief
the WPA allotted the largest possible slice of its funds to
wages, and looked to the local tax-supported public body
collaborating upon a given project to furnish most of the
materials and tools.* Eventually this latter contribution was
* In March, 1939, the president told Congress that out of every hundred
dollars spent by the WPA $86 went for wages, $10.50 for materials, and
$3.50 into administration. F. D. Roosevelt, Public Papers and Addresses (S. I-
Rosenman, ed., N. Y., 1938-1941), VIII, 162. D. S. Howard, The WPA and

